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FPGA Implementation and Performance Analysis of High Speed
Architecture for RC4 Stream Cipher Algorithm
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ABSTRACT

In this paper a high speed architecture of the RC4 stream cipher is proposed and its FPGA implementation is presented.
Compared to the conventional RC4 designs which have long initialization operation or use double or triple S-arrays to
reduce latency delay due to S-amray initialization phase, the proposed architecture for RC4 stream cipher eliminates the
S-array initialization operation wusing 256-bit valid entry scheme and supports 40/128-bit key lengths with efficient modular
arithmetic hardware. The proposed RC4 stream cipher is implemented using Xilinx XCV1000E-6H240C FPGA device. The
designed RC4 stream cipher has about a throughput of 106 Mbits/sec at 40 MHz clock and thus can be applicable to WEP
processor and RC4 key search processor.
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Encryption Standard)®} AES(Advanced
Encryption Standard)®¢} & 7] &2 ¢
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RC4 <¢28]%E2 RSA Data Securityrh9]
Ron Rivestol o8 /L3 <=3 ¢tz Axdo
2, YRy A3l el we} o) ZHeld fAF
F AJAE WY a3 19 2e aie 279
4t @Al (phase) 2 FAEHj AL W LA 2
749] 256 ulelE A (S, K)o] AHE-Hr}. @A 19
3% S-ujda K-wlde] 2718t A (phase-1)
3 S-wjdel W3 (randomization)#}A (phase
1-b)ez v S-de S[0)=0, S)=1,
S(21=2, ... Fd= wd Qex9} FUAF} Foz
2713}, Kolge o 715 ARl 2o)sid
o}, & 717} 256 Hlo|ERT} A Zolql N-HjolE
ZAolE 723 e AF K-ude A5 N upe]Es}
7] o2 YA, A 256-N nlelEx 7] 3t
o] uhE Bijglo] AAITE olejdt 2749 wido]
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ke Fxte iy JER] ¢X WP (swapp-
ing) E2& E3 ;Y3 randomization) Hr}.
olei’t ukEAQl JdEr] 93 wg HA 2749 F
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e Hsid AR t-F2 QAAE Ak, o] &
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(ciphertext)®} XOR(exclusive OR) £2H& 443
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<Phase 1-a > Initialization of S-Array and K-Array
for i=0 to 256 {
Si=i;
Ki=key(i mod key_length)
}
<Phase 1-b > Randomization of the S-Array
j=0
for i=0 to 256 {
j =(+Si+Ki) mod 256
// swap Si and Sj
m=3S8i, k= §
Si= k S§j=m
}

<Phase 2 > Generation of Pseudo-Random Stream
i=j=0
for each pseudo-random byte to be generated {
i=(i+1) mod 256
j=(j+Si) mod 256
Read Si
Read Sj
swap Si and §j
t=(Si+Sj) mod 256
pseudo-random byte is St // St=PRN[7:0]
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Plaintext /

RC4 Processor Ciphertext
48
RC4 RC4 PRN[7:0] "
Control Unit Datapath . )
48

key
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B oodtollA strgel FEA aEd A g o}
<7 2

AR, R AFgsh= 71E AAshe K-l
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o8] 719 Ax|ut Fulsta K-wjgel gk 4 <l
drof digk mod-N QAke- 53 8-uvlE F4 &
logeN HIEE B3-AA 18 3-be} o] K-l
of digh WHAE aAA F odek ol /ML
K-mde] =71+ 74347 4 AT mod-N& ¢
g Ak sl=sleoir) R dasi, o, s
2] AME = 40-8]E 7] Holg A4 4§ b njo]
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52849 nES A4 3 Frl Dasje} old digh
AAM A AA 71HE 3-2"e4 AAlsledct. RC4
dae]Ee] Ay K-olded Wig AZe Ao
14 7kl 4 3o o]Feolxmg 8 HE F
A e oM wkx] okm a® 3-c9 2ol
mod-N 7H-el & AHSSh= Hiels 73}, v, 2
Al M= 2712 7] Ae](128, 40-v] =)t =413}
7] wEell, 2708 mod-N 7HEE| & Algshe wh
of W], 2%3)g 729 mod-N 32 WAL A
gaodnt, e oot v) ZHelE 4= RC4 =2
AME A" A5 2% 3|2 729 mod-N 3Z
£ AAZE Balsly] diel mod-N 7HEE] HA (o
Y 3-c)o] &Aoo},

v

address Data_In . Data_In

% ’ /I/( ’ ‘kl ?

R/W R/W R/W ‘
K-aray . K-array K-array
(256 x 8-bit) (N x 8-bit) (N % 8-bit)
* 8 JI 8 J{ 3

Data_Out Data_Out Data_Out

] Data_In

@@ (0) ©

a3 3. K-Higel 37|18 ZAPlE stEHo 78 71y
(N < 256)
256 HIO|E K-ti¥E AM=Zste W4,
mod-N 2t Si==oiE WEsio N-ujole
K-tHgg AlBste HA(R =2)
(c) mod-N FI2HE AlBsl0i N-Hl0|E K-bHi¥
2 A8ste wAl
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E4, 29 19 %A (1-a)dl u=" RC49 ¥
AollA] S-wjde] BE AdE7} ) Fi Q¥
o} U g2 2r|stsleop NS = i ). ol
3t 522 RC4 d3e]Z&dM S-wfd] A= 5
zhol A A FeEofof sl FACE, RC4 7] &
FejgellA] 256 AtelE4 z7|st di7] A7te &
ghet, ol gt s|A wieloz 7)Ee] FRE WA
& aA 7 3ol &gt

@ SRAM +39 S-ujdE Ao 27|33
Al (23 4-a)

@ SRAM T29 27H¢] S-uld wlzels Zx 3l
2m, shte S-ullgel i3] RC4 I LA F
g s Foll, o2 shie S-ulldel o
o RC4 545 918 S-lde 28 5
a3 WA (2" 4-b)

- ®X(mode) ZFl we}l A}g3t= 7+ S-ujd

. 9] Fato] wHAH

® SRAM Tx9] S-ujge] obd D-EHEF 7|4t
2] 2713} 7]5-& 2 256 x ¥ E #H
28 Hdg Al AY 273 e WAl

(2% 4-¢)

Mode=0 Modes1

addr data addr  data addr  data
t4r tdAr t 47
| | |
S1-Array SO-Array
S-Array (2?;'2:‘[,’“ (256 x8-bit) (256 x8-bit) (255'6":(';_"‘*()
(256 x8-bit) g | TEET Agsr g || @200
=R EE-ER ER-- N -
w T WL v L
e (TR D e @D 2 X D> 26T L35
@ ®)
init
adde daa Data17)
R0] i | n—
Bl 1]
[ rmy | clear
S-Array V-Array I~
(256 x8-bit) (256-bit F/F)
[R5 ]
(c) @

J7 4. S-HiE E7I13HE 98 471X] JiY

(a) S-tiHol chst =XMel Xz I

(b) 29| s-ide &5t S-tid =018 XAAZE HA
71

(c) SRAM Tx=7} otd D-F/F ZIdke| S-uigol chgt ®
Aol =713t 7Y

(d) V(valid)-H|E HiZg AbEsto S-tig X718t Of7)
AlZE HA 71 (2 =8

a3 (4-b) A9 AS 27 (4-a) WAl Bs)
S-wjde) =7)7) 260Q) EAIs} A, R WA RC4
E2te] 3¢ Sld 2713 diz|Azle] Erldsin
2, 97 AF wAEE S8elw A5 1A &st
sk 2™ (4-¢) WA A4S 118 2502 Sl
do] AR 27|} 7S3lEE 4= ZHA 7P
2 ool AR, 28 (4-a), (4-b)aHlFe g2
S-uldE 7]& SRAM T-Z2E A 4 7] dE
ol WA Frp7t wg- F EA7F e

B dfdie S-dz SRAM F25 A8
A Sio=i" S-uld 2713 A EAME 2
ol F4 ddxe} FU)E B3] sdal, 256-4]
E D-F/F +%9 V(valid)-®|E wjd& AHgsle]
Z713} di7] A7 AAZe wls ARgskdoi (2
d 4-4). V-HIE dAAE g 7 BlEE S
goll @71 256 AEEF] Lol egdt AR (2]
(write) 52 B3l dolelrt & W ofab A=
3% &3 ) E 2 deAE At V-HIE
7 1 3% S-widel dig ¢7] 5=HA] S-ulldel
AL Ugo] ¢3lx, whd V-H|EZ} 09 A% S-
e di’ ¢7l A T4 QP a(Addr=1)7F
S-uld g diAlell &9 g AddE= PHE A
Y3yt oleidt V-RIE wlde HFE AlxgoA
MH wlzele] 8la(Tag) 49 V-ulE9} FAKRE A
ot} wlelby olaigt WhAlS AR A4 ¥ |
o A (1-2)9 S-ud =713 F2& AAE &
e, 28 19 A 1 Exto] a8 59 o] W
7€ 4 9t

2 Al AR uRAE 71E Al wlashd
ket e EAo) gk ¥ (4-b)st 2 sk
9] S-ejd& AHEEE Aol 3 HA RC4 53
A4 S-uld z2718el 71AF 256 FF Abo]E9
2718 d7]1A7Hlatency time)& 3] WAl
4 glen VH|E dwld2 256-¥E D-F/Fut 3
s3tu2 a¥ (4-¢) 92l nlsl W4 Frp) "R
et

A, wixA A 7jed] wded ue FPGA
(Field Programmable Gate Array)®t 3ZEF
4 glolvel2](Standard Cell Library)el4 =
2 A(macro cell) 8|2 o]% EE(dual-port)
T2 SRAM #i=g EE& AF3tz it ol
g o}F T E X9 vimegE A ¢ RC49
= £5E Y F ok o, ol dee] £
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29| AL Al %7] 97] @ 27] (synchronous
read and wrlte) EZzhg Agsing 9oy] Ex14
29 dolelrt FF9 A clAle Er)skHER |
Abo)F Al A} gl AE A selE
7} AdA=ofof g} w27 (write) FHA F
Mo Fa Qe T AL dole FE Akl
WAt g, olefdt 2S¢ A AS 2] T2
FA15He Alel7t dasi B 7o RC4 F3te]
5 o}F ZEC oigk 2] 3L S-ulgd dEF
34(swap12>1ng)/‘]"ﬂ gagh], F4 <ddx 9} j
A A 20 B2 wAEE EAVE =7

et 7 ol A 24 A U 2
8 —gelze, Aol oF FAE @ A9l
% FA4E A We A7k FUsh) WFoloh
# AT RC4 598 3% 54 919 5]
0% 25 slzels AHg3ielch

<Phase 1-a > Initialization of S-Array and K_Array
for i=0 to 256 |
J Sii; - Si 2718 $% Bga
Ki=key(i mod key_length)
}
<Phase 1-b > Randomization of the S-Array
j=0, V-array[255:0] = 0 j/ V-Hj&e] R.E HEE 0
for i=0 to 256 {
// Si Read and j-index calculation
if Vi ==0,
H=i
else
H = Si
j =( + H +Ki) mod 256
/| Sj Read
if Vj ==
T=j
else
T = §j
// swap Si and Sj and update V-array
Si= T J/Sie] 27) 22 2 Vi &4
Vi=1 Ji Siol g3k Vi = 1 Az
Sji= H  J Sjell 7] §%
Vi ==1 Jj Sjol th&3= Vj =1 AT

!

8l b, S-Higel E=7(3 Cho|AIZEE mMAHEE it 7|
(Phase 12] 744 )

3.2 MOD-5 &Hat 312 oA

(2"+1)e] F=28 zZ+= 42 Fermat &+ # 38}
o, ZE2 d4iHmodular arithmetic)dAE

{ed
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43 EAL ZErd. Fermat 49 4% mod
(2"+1) A4t the 4t Bado) Augi?,

(A + B) mod M =
(A x B) mod M=
mod M

(~¢) mod M = (M-¢c) Mod M

2" mod (2"+1) = 2" - (2"+1) = -1

(A mod M + B mod M)
(A mod M x B mod M)

1)

A7} 2n-H|E £l

289 4 9k

3% 2] 29 23 63 ol

n-bit n-bit
A A[H] A[L]
T 2" weight

33 6. 2n-bit ZoIE = ¥ BF A

- 2"2012 iq ;= ALHJ2 "+ A[ L]
((Adiv 22"+ (Amod 2 "))mod (2 "+ 1)
(A mod2”"—A +2"mod (2"+1)

{(A[L]—A[H] ), if (A[L]—A[H]=0
2"+1+(A[L]- ALHD), else

(]

A

fl

(2)

A (2)9A (A mod 2" - A div 2") mod
(2"+1)e] orlste ube ALIAA AHIE 9 A
#A7F 0RT AV & A%, & A2 8 (Cout)ol
1¢1 A%, éﬂ% W ol ARk, W At Sl A
5 (A(L) - A[HD A (2°+1)E ©7 el "o
&, mod( 2"+1)4 A5 Ao A glo] 2oz

Cout n-| blt adder
(Y-X= Y+X*+1)

(n+1)-bit adder 2}
F(Y-X+2%41 = Y+X*+242) H

{n+1)-bit
1 0
MUX

33 7. Amod (2"+1)olf chEt A

ME2(L1_MOD 3[2)
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4L zde7] 98 (n+1) v =7 B} B
At e Al (2)& FH3) &l 712 A A=
A7) (carry select adder) 713 fAkeHA 2
g T3} 2o} A (2)8] 27HA] < EHE FAlA 4
g ¥, (A(L)-B(H))Q4] sl €4 2H(Cout)
of g} AAE ddses AHe ANsigc. &
(2"+1+(A(L)-A(HDS 2% (n+1) HIE EF3Ho]
WAE 4 9)7] fEo] (n+1) ¥E QAVE A&
sgon, 379 esde Qs AHelsr] a8, A
2] BE g7 (Carry Save Adder)s 7iel A<
A7} (Carry Propagate Adder)E AH&-slgit.

£ a2 RC4 ZEAAME 40-HE( 5 H0|E)
7) AYLE A mod (2°+1) A4t 7)%e] Bz}
o & A9 A9 Zoj7} 8-H|ER 4nH|E 54
$ /HER, a8 T¢ viE A4 5 g o
FAe] deslt}d, & 2 AFex HAR A mod-5
d2e a3y 83 o]l 27H9 #H¥z FAHC
L1_MOD3|2% 2"(=4) o|s}l 3-v|E &H& A
Asnz, 209 3¢ g As 8Re} Y
2 Ao}, web] A= grel 5ol A 58
712 FYeA ARE wAske Fabo] Hasid
alzbA o]2fdlt ¢ApA el kg WAlEl) f9 Ae
Ad 7719 A A+Bet A+B-58 HEg
333, A+B-59 7zl £H(Cout)S AAKIA,
2 8 Fo e Adshs F2E A
o}

ot

A7 =2-bit
[ s | 2 | o | s |
1 T n-bit
L L1_MOD J Li_MOD ]
@r+1)-bit Lt 1)-bit
[ 1.2_MOD ]
)f (+L)-bit
MOD_S_Out

12 8. A mod 5 82( 8-HIE A)
3.3 RC4 Z2MMO} & Al
£ =EolA HARE RC4 Z2AM HA Aok

& ohesh et
A, ALk 7] Aol = cherat Fof H4L 9

3, 7P Rz AgEE 27H4] 7], 40-W|E
9} 128-8]E 7] ZolE ALE 4 JJ=F 3iict.

4, 715 A= Kuldd 2Ee) it 7%
§ Zde T4 dYAE YT s =217 Z2A
@e AL s, 1% 53t AH3dsiAl D-F/F
71ke) 128-8]E HAAEISF MUXE T8It

AR, S-ldE 27138 di7] Az AAs
A &8 AT A9 olF E T2 256-
vlo]E SRAM 3} o|F TE Fx9 256-H]E V-
H|E wjd F2E A48l

YA, 29 19 S-ald A3t 529 7] AEH
Az BHY 8 F22 s 39 FE Ao|F
o +8% 5 =% s 7IWE ALt

AlA, 2gel dibe ' EgHQl st=del
71-E B8, 2Ee dito] A5E AR ¥
 3jode},

AAH, 37 LAl g B2 Al BE W
Al(carry save addition)® gl A HA
(carry propagate addition)& A7 QA4 7

< 59 AQAZE a3t

3.4 RC4 in2|&e| 3= A

3.14837} 3.2"AM AAG AA JHH mED
A4t Z)He vlele g AAE RC4 ZeAAY B
EE 1% 99 Ztl RC4 ZRAME ZA Aojx,
diele] 2% WA= fAF W HolE s
Alejal7] ¢13% LEN_REG 2 A=t}

K-uigd wixel9} LEN_REGE ¢ %<4 z7]3}
% ¥, Start AlZE RC4 E4& Aztde,
KR_Busy A&%¥ RC4 Z2AA7} 28 19 <A
1 3¢ 4549 S AAste Edlzeln, Busy
AZE RC4A 22 A7} wbAl 1 &= 94 2 53
& $YPFIE A AZY. KR _BusyAlE 9 Busy
232 F2E Fed o= RC4 duefEe &

KR_Busy

— ]

&= Control Unit

st

Reset

R

WR

7 ot
Key_len_sel = signals status

_len_t

Daia_in 8 ‘ PRN]79]
WR_adde 5 Datapath

13 9. RCA Z2AMMe| BEX
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INC
INIT
INC
Date_jn  |WR_adde
g 13
’ [ t ] A_IT0)
MUX
WK (16 X 8-bit) } A0
M L “K-Arm B_ORTA— B_ADH & _DaTR WR—.'VM N
U LD_SM - Memory
Mod 5 |+ X —:P a-bi CLK (256 X 1-bif)

CLR_DR

¥ PRN[7:0

T3 10. RC4 HiolHujA~ 28T

A 2 &2 Fdle K-id wiRert AHEA ¢
dEoll, 2R 718 AH8dke o2 RC4 E3to]

o #3EE A A RC4 5=t 485 7oiel
@i, K-wldg ool x4l 5 glo) =r)33
T AEF 3] 99 =slEdch 23 102 RC4
ZgAA W doledag] EE vehie]
3. 1484 A AR A 7]We] uied=lo] Qv a8l
112 dlo]e] FH2E o]83le) RC4 E3& +33)
7] A8, Aol 3Z HAE s HYF ASM
(Algorithmic State Machine)& vhebic),
ASM =3o w=2w A T1, T2, T3S S-uldd
Azt Fab Alojo] AMSEH, Al T4, T5. T6,
T9= AL b, F Il 2E] AX F2he Ao
th S A} FAE FAE] 9% ASM =
2o} B2 A w1, T1 A 5 Sig oz
T2 AelEet J_ CNTE #A4g3 A SjE 94
gich zeE|w T3 AelEet Sigh Sifre] dHelg] o)%
Tt V-dER] W87 Fate] $ddd. A 2
Aol ¥ ~EY MAAA (T4, T5, T6)lA 8%l
o} T4, T5, T62 7] 28 AL 93 w2 =
ZZ Y43, T9 Aele T6 Aejrct 1 A&
ol BAdsteln, 2WA ubE F2o T4} T4 €
oleel ¥t T4 Abe) wkx WF-E 2wl S )
de] B-EE} AHSEA 97] wdol, TI Ad %
oF 2 FE glo] S wide B-2EE Ed 7] ~
EY, KSlUIE 4% + it daby ol=id 7y
< F8 A 29 ubE F= Falo] 4 Ale]Ze] o}

=2
=2

o

32E ApolE whel Az} 7bsslet ¥ 12+
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